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 INTRODUCTION

	Hello,
Welcome to the July summer bulletin, with the rain pouring down outside! Still, plenty interesting events and places to go to over the next month, so get the waterproofs out and go explore and network!

There is a lot happening in the permaculture world in Scotland at the moment and this month’s Spotlight highlights a new project being researched to set up a networking of learning centres, which is very exciting. If you don’t know what permaculture is there are several courses happening over the next few months that will help you understand this natural design system. 

Regards

Norah Barnes

email: bulletin@sdenetwork.org 
For all other enquiries contact:

Ben Seymour, SDE Network coordinator, tel. 07506 189 600

email: coordinator@sdenetwork.org 
website: www.sdenetwork.org 



EVENTS IN SCOTLAND
	1. Open Sustainability in Education Resource Dissemination Day, University of Strathclyde,

10.30am – 3.00pm, Thursday 7th July

This dissemination session will introduce a new resource that has been set up as a UK-wide repository for the sharing of resources for the teaching of ESD in Higher Education, with an initial focus on Teacher Education. It will give participants an opportunity to try out the resource website, to evaluate its usefulness and to suggest further developments. There will also be opportunities to share ideas on good practice in Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship education.

For further information, or to express interest in attending, please contact Dr. Marie Jeanne McNaughton, email: m.j.mcnaughton@strath.ac.uk, resource website: http://osier.ac.uk


	

	2. St Cyrus Family Fun Day, National Nature Reserve Event, 12 – 4pm, 17th July

Come & join the fun at St Cyrus National Nature Reserve. Lots of games & activities for all the family based at the visitor centre.   This is a free event, booking not necessary - just drop in.

Contact details, tel: 01674 830736 or e-mail: therese.alampo@snh.gov.uk


	

	3. Wood and Willow Summer School, Centre for Stewardship, Fife, 21st -23rd July 

This is a 3-day experience for adults (16+) to learn new craft skills including hand carving, basket making and green woodworking. The cost of the break starts from only £100 and includes camping facilities, all meals (using locally sourced food), all materials and a ceilidh as well as guided tours around Falkland Estate and the House of Falkland. 

Numbers are restricted so if you are interested then now is the time to book! Go to: www.centreforstewardship.org.uk/events.htm#Wood%20and%20Willow%20Summer%20School


	

	4. Friends of the Earth Scotland Summer Craft Fair, Eric Liddell Centre, Edinburgh, 30th July

Handmade Scottish crafts and home baking for sale. Entry is free, open 10.30 am – 3.30pm

More info: http://www.foe-scotland.org.uk/craftfair 



	

	5. Transition Scotland Camp, Falkland, Fife, 6/7th August

Join a bunch of us in Falkland, camping (£5pppn) near to the Pillars of Hercules, which has an organic farm shop and café. Lots of opportunities for swapping stories and skills, and generally having a relaxed and friendly time. Children, pets, music, stories, skills, jokes and food to share are all very welcome. We may even get serious for a minute and talk about where our movement is going – it's all down to who comes and what people want to do.

We need to keep an eye on numbers, so please get in touch with Justin if you'd like to come, email: justinkenrick@yahoo.co.uk


	

	6. Policy Review – The Education Landscape After the Election, Edinburgh, Thu 25th August

(9:30 to 12:30 followed by lunch)

The SDE landscape in Scotland has changed substantially over recent years. With the SNPs recent victory in Holyrood elections we see, for the first time, a party with a ruling majority who have mentioned SDE as part of their manifesto. This event will offer a chance to look at how the ruling party intend to work towards their manifesto pledge, how the new education agency will impact on SDE and the best ways to ensure SDE remains part of the political agenda.

To book, contact Ben Seymour, SDE Network coordinator: coordinator@sdenetwork.org.


	

	7. Natural Playground Visits, Glasgow and N Lanarkshire, 1st September
Join us for this unique opportunity to visit 3 creative playgrounds and find out from teachers, supervisors and pupils how they’ve achieved these changes and the positive impact they have had. The schools represent a range of different approaches and budgets, from large scale changes to the playground, to introducing low cost natural materials to support play. Firepits, straw bales, willow dens, branches, logs, boulders, den building structures, bespoke sand play areas, tunnels, hollows, mounds, pebbles.... and more.

Final timings to be confirmed, but the day will begin around 10am close to a station in Glasgow with a coach returning participants back to the same starting point around 4pm.

To book: http://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/results.php?id=346


	

	8. Scottish Learning Festival 2011, SECC, Glasgow, 21-22nd September

The Conference Programme and Registration for this year’s festival are now available on the SLF website. The festival is free for everyone to attend and gives you access to:

Inspirational key note speakers, Lively Round Table Discussions, Conference programme with over 140 sessions, The largest education exhibition in Scotland, Opportunities for discussion and networking with colleagues, And much, much more!

 

The SLF website features an easy to use programme and booking facility to ensure you can easily book the seminars of your choice. Go to: http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/slf/


	

	9. Free Teacher Taster Event with Outward Bound, Loch Eil, nr Fort William, 28-29th Oct

Outward Bound is an educational charity that aims to unlock the potential in young people through discovery and adventure in the wild. This taster event is your chance to find out more about Outward Bound and outdoor adventure learning. It is a great opportunity to ‘road test’ the centre and environment before you bring a group, and actually try out the activities yourself first. 

For more info and booking for this FREE event go to: 

http://outwardboundtrust.org.uk/taster-weekend/school-and-colleges/agenda.html


EVENTS OUTSIDE SCOTLAND
	1. National Sustainable Schools Conference, Northampton, 5th July and Online

Welcome to the biggest annual Sustainable Schools conference – also online! It’s for teachers to learn and share resources, skills, and make plans to become a sustainable school. It will encourage more motivated students, lead to improved outcomes and prepare them better for their futures.

Cost: £175 or online conference only: £75. Confirm your place online at:  http://www.se-ed.co.uk/NSSC2011 or contact Michael Cutts, email: michael.cutts@se-ed.org.uk, tel: 020 7420 4446
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 COURSES  IN SCOTLAND
	1. Green Building Courses, Allanton Sanctuary, Dumfries

- Green Woodworking Course, 15-17th July: learn green woodworking and construction skills whilst building a green timber outdoor classroom for a Forest School.

- Thatching Course, 12-14th August: learn to thatch using marsh reed with Jem Cox, a Master Thatcher. Thatch the outdoor classroom for the Forest School kids!

3 day courses, £120 including lunch and refreshments, free camping. Organised by the World Peace Society. For more details contact tel: 01387 740642, email: allanton@worldpeace-uk.org


	

	2. Introduction to Permaculture Course, Glasgow, Sat 23rd and Sun 24th July 

Permaculture is a holistic design system for sustainable living, which works with nature and uses careful observation. In this course you will learn how to effectively design for minimum effort and maximum effect, with hands-on experience designing a garden in Govanhill.  

Suggested Donations: £60 waged /£40 low waged + limited bursary places @ £10. Contact Lusi on email: lusialderslowe@gmail.com or tel: 07787 376475.

	

	3. Permaculture Design and Nature Awareness, Hardmuir of Boath nr Forres, Sun 31st July – Sat 13th August

Permaculture is designing sustainable systems, modelled on nature. Learn about natural systems and deepen your understanding of Permaculture Design, Forest Gardening and ecosystems. You will also have the opportunity to spend some time foraging, relaxing and exploring the beautiful Findhorn river and beach, and the Findhorn Foundation.
Price: Sliding scale, £600 - £800, concessions available. Contact Ludwig for more information: tel: 07760142495, email: info@earth-ways.co.uk, website: www.earth-ways.co.uk

	

	4. Scottish Native Woods Conservation Summer Programme
- Sunday 3rd July, Carron Wood, Denny - Woodland Management

Unusually we will be outside Fife this month at the Scottish Wildlife Trust oak/ash woodland between Fife and Glasgow, which is a site of special scientific interest, (SSSI). 

- Sunday 7th August, Scone Palace, Perth - Woodland Management

This month we will again be venturing further afield, this time up north to Perth’s own Scone Palace. Hot soup will be provided, and we are looking into arranging transport. 

- Sunday 4th September, Falkland Estate, NE Fife – Woodland Management 

Join us in this beautiful estate. We will be carrying out various tasks to keep down invasive plants, increase access and encourage wildlife.

For more information or to book a place on an activity please ring Chris Childe, Community Education Officer on (01337) 832619 or e-mail chris.childe@scottishnativewoods.org.uk

	

	5. Permaculture Courses with James Chapman, various locations

- 2 day introduction course, Gifford, E Lothian, 9 and 10th July 

Cost- sliding scale from £35 to £120. There are also subsidised places on request.

- 1 week short design course - Monimail Tower, Fife, August 14th – 19th August

Cost: £200 - £360 + camping

- 2 week full design course - Comrie Croft, Perthshire, 20th Nov – 2nd Dec 

Cost: £370 to £670 + accomodation

For a booking form please go to website: www.jameschapman.org.uk or contact James directly at email: james@jameschapman.org.uk, tel: 01592 872268



	

	6. Working with Rivers, Sharing Good Practice, Birnam Arts & Conference Centre, 1st Sept
Interfering with natural river processes may have  serious consequences for freshwater habitats and species as well as unintended effects on downstream and upstream areas. By adopting a sustainable approach to river management, the  need for ongoing and costly interference can be avoided. This workshop offers an opportunity to learn  from a variety of contributors and share practical advice.

Price: £100, contact details: Karen Smith, Event Co-ordinator, SNH, tel: 01738 458547, email: sgp@snh.gov.uk, website: http://www.snh.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/sharing-good-practice/events/


COURSES  OUTSIDE SCOTLAND
	1. Global Learning in Post-16 Education, University of London, 6th July
This workshop is aimed at leaders within post 16 education who recognise the need to equip their learners for skills to live and work in a global economy. It is an interactive workshop covering discussion and activities around what is meant by Global Skills, presentations on examples of good practice from a range of Colleges, and discussion on potential framework for Colleges and other providers to consider in taking this area forward.

Course Fee: £85.00. Go to: https://store.ioe.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=5&prodid=42&deptid=111&catid=17


	

	2. Environmental Trainers Network Courses

- Linking Env Education Activities to the Nat Curriculum, Leeds, 6th September 

- Introducing Environmental Games and Activities, Leeds, 7th September

For further details please contact: Jacki or Helen at ETN on 0121 359 2113, email: ETN@btcv.org.uk, website: www.btcv.org/etn
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 RESOURCES

	1. Creating A Social Buzz About Biodiversity

Scottish Natural Heritage has released a short animated film on YouTube to help boost awareness about biodiversity among young people of all ages. It is a darkly comic look at the importance of bees to our natural environment. In the film, cartoon bee characters come to untimely ends, to highlight that some of these insects are not doing so well in the wider world. Happily, the film includes simple actions we can take to help support bees and the variety of living things around us.

 

For more information about biodiversity and how you can help support it, go to www.snh.gov.uk. You can see the film at: http://www.youtube.com/BiodiversityBee 



	

	2. Development Education Resource

This is a cd-based development education resource exploring over 130 human rights and development topics – from trade issues to human rights, women's rights; international human rights instruments and agreements; environment and sustainable development; wealth and poverty; injustice and inequality; education and health. Also includes background briefing papers.

Go to: http://www.developmenteducation.ie/5-50-500/


	

	3. Changing Education Paradigms Film

This short film by RSA Animate is inspiring for all in education.  Just under 12 minutes well spent! RSA is the Royal Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce. It is an enlightenment organisation committed to finding innovative practical solutions to today’s social challenges. 

Go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U


	

	4. Woodland Case Studies

Check out these case studies on Learning and Teaching Scotland online, showing how woodland environments can be used to provide a rich and exciting context for learning, to deliver the curriculum and engage learners in ESD. Study themes include:

Early years : woodland clean up event by nursery parents, Nature Kindergartens in Fife.

Primary: an enterprising primary woodland orienteering project, Using woodlands for playtimes. Secondary: year-long Forest School sessions, Tarbert Academy Wildlife and Nature Initiative

Go to: www.ltsblogs.org.uk/globalcitizenship/2011/06/15/woods-for-learning-case-studies-available/


	

	5. Visitwoods Web Portal

VisitWoods is the UK’s largest woodland web portal and an interactive gateway to 3000+ Scottish woods & forests that welcome visitors. It is the 1st website of its kind to feature all the major woodland owning organisations in the UK. Visit woods encourage you to leave comments about how you have used the woodland you have visited so that others can benefit from your experience.

VisitWoods is a partnership & communications project, funded in Scotland by the Forestry Commission Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and People’s Postcode Lottery. Go to: www.VisitWoods.org.uk


	

	6. Waste Education Resources

Edinburgh Council have published 20 downloadable waste education factsheets.  The series covers a wide range of topics stretching from “Why do we need to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” and “Garden Waste Kerbside Collection” to the final destinations of a range of materials, such “Electrical and Electrical Goods Recycling” and “Food Waste Recycling”. 
Go to: www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20048/waste_education/453/waste_education_resources
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 FUNDING/NEWS

	1. Big Lottery Fund Launches New Community Spaces Fund

A groundbreaking fund allowing local people to come together to shape their neighbourhood, has recently opened. The new £9 million Community Spaces Scotland scheme from the Big Lottery Fund is set to rejuvenate local areas from Dumfries to Dingwall. From developing allotments, parks and community gardens through to improving village halls and community centres, the fund will improve local spaces and places, providing somewhere better for people to come together to be healthier, happier and more active.

Groups including voluntary and community organisations, schools, community councils and social enterprises can apply for grants for up to two years of between £10,000 and £250,000. For further details go to: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/communityspaces.



	

	2. CSV Action Earth Grants

This year, we are offering grants from £50 to £250 to projects in Scotland only which will help support and encourage Scottish biodiversity through practical environmental projects. There will be three types of grant available to projects in Scotland this year:

- Action Earth Express Grant - is an easy to access grant of up to £50 available to any group of volunteers carrying out practical environmental work in their local community in Scotland.

- SNH Biodiversity Grant - offers up to £250 for projects that are improving or creating habitats for wildlife which will enhance biodiversity in Scotland.

- SNH Local Nature Reserve Grant - offers awards of up to £500 for activities taking place on LNRs, which celebrate the work carried out on the site and raise the local profile of the site.

Grants are available until October. To apply go online at: http://www.actionearth.org.uk/joomla/


	

	3. The City of Edinburgh Council Carbon Reduction Commitment

The City of Edinburgh Council has made a commitment to reduce carbon emissions by over 40% across the city by 2020. The pledge is one of six climate change targets that form part of the Council's new Sustainable Development Framework, which was approved by Councillors on 14 June.   
The Framework aims to "address social, economic and environmental issues in an integrated way" and was based on the Aalborg Charter, a framework for the delivery of local sustainable development that has been adopted by more than 2,000 European local and regional governments. The new Framework covers ten key areas: energy, waste, transport, planning, resource use, the economy, health, climate change, and two “process” topics of governance and management. 
Go to: http://www.sustainable-scotland.net/news.asp?id=976


	

	4. Connecting Classrooms Grants

The British Council has announced that the next application deadline for schools to apply to the Connecting Classrooms programme will be the 21st October 2011.  Under Connecting Classrooms, grants are available to schools and local authorities/federations of schools (or affiliated bodies) from the UK to set up partnerships with schools usually from two different countries within one continent. 

For more details visit: http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-connecting-classrooms-what.htm


	

	5. People & Planet Launches University Green League

The student campaigning organisation People & Planet recently published their Green League of universities in the UK. Many Scottish Universities performed well, with five institutions receiving a 2:1 degree classification and Edinburgh Napier University, the University of Aberdeen and the University of St Andrews all receiving First Class degrees. Edinburgh Napier University was rated the greenest university in Scotland and took 13th place out of 142 UK institutions. It scored highly on carbon management and reduction and also did well for its recycling rate of 43% and low levels of water use. 

For more info go to: http://peopleandplanet.org/green-league-2011/table


	

	6. Rotary Peace Fellowships 
Rotary Centres for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution offer three - month fellowships leading to a professional development certificate. They also offer fellowships for masters degrees. 

See link for the full details: http://tinyurl.com/yzrb6tp
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 POLICY

	1. The UK National Ecosystem Assessment (UK NEA) Report

The first ever analysis of the natural environment’s benefits to the UK society and economy has been published in a report commissioned by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (defra). The UK National Ecosystem Assessment Report reveals that the UK’s ecosystems are worth billions of pounds to the UK economy and warns there is an urgent need for their better management. It quantifies the monetary and non-monetary value of the UK’s ecosystems highlighting the benefits these services bring to the UK’s society, economy and the environment.   
Copies of the synthesis report and the full technical findings are available to download at http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/.



	

	2. Marine Protected Area Report

The Scottish Association for Marine Science has recently produced a report: ‘Making the case for sound management of Marine Protected Areas’. Scottish LINK has highlighted some of the recommendations on their website. For LINK briefing and full report go to: http://www.scotlink.org/files/policy/ParliamentaryBriefings/LINKBriefMPAReportGetRight.pdf
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 JOBS

	Jobs

1. Cycling Officer, Sustrans, Kirkaldy

The main responsibilities of this role will be to deliver ‘I Bike’ as part of the ‘Make Your Move Kirkcaldy’ initiative and this will include the promotion of cycling to school at selected primary and secondary schools, supporting ‘school champions’, harnessing local authority resources and making links between schools, external partners and the bicycle industry.

Ideally educated to degree level or equivalent and committed to cycling and the ideals of Sustrans, you will have excellent communication and presentation skills, experience of working with children and young people, be IT literate and have the ability to motivate others. 

To apply please download and complete the application form and equal opportunities monitoring form on the Sustrans website: www.sustrans.org.uk. Alternatively, please email James Evans at: jobs@sustrans.org.uk or ring the recruitment line on 0117 915 0325. Please quote reference number SUS373E. Closing date for the receipt of completed applications is Friday 8 July 2011. 


	

	2. Communities & Grants Officer, Perth and Kinross Countryside Trust, Perth and Kinross

We are looking for a dynamic and self-motivated individual with relevant experience to join a small team developing and promoting countryside access in Perth & Kinross.

The post holder will lead in working with communities to encourage, develop and deliver access projects and will manage the Trust’s grant-giving programme. Candidates should have experience in securing funding and managing contracts to ensure projects are delivered on time and within budget.

Job description and application form are available online from www.pkct.org
Closing date for applications: 1 July. Interviews will be held on 7 July.



	

	3. Agriculture and Rural Development Policy Officer, RSPB, Edinburgh

The postholder will work to develop RSPB Scotland’s policy on agriculture and rural development issues and promote this to decision makers and other stakeholders, to further RSPB conservation objectives.

The postholder should have an Honours Degree in a relevant subject and a good understanding of agriculture and rural development policies in Scotland. Experience of work in a policy environment is essential as are good advocacy and communication skills and the ability to work as part of a team. Knowledge of the birds, habitats and general geography of Scotland is desirable.

For more info go to: www.rspb.org.uk. Application deadline is Fri 22 July 11.
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 SPOTLIGHT

	Permaculture LAND Project in Scotland

For the last 3 years the Permaculture Association in England has run a very successful scheme called the LAND project. Now the newly formed Permaculture Scotland Group is looking into setting up a similar project here. 

The Learning And Network Demonstration (LAND) Project aims to create a food growing, learning and demonstration network supported by online services and information. Building on twenty-five years of excellent work by local practitioners, demonstration projects include permaculture designed home gardens, community gardens, public spaces, allotments, smallholdings and farms. There are over 30 Centres now and another 30 that are training up to be officially recognized.

There are many benefits to being involved in this project. Centres become a part of a thriving national network, with a web presence, credibility and a higher profile. LAND centres will be able to receive group visits and payment for taking these. They will also have access to funds for special designs, and skills sharing and training events. 

Permaculture Scotland has started to think about what this project might look like here in Scotland. Currently a list is being compiled of possible groups/projects that may like to take part. This will enable them to see what number and distribution of projects there are, as well as the scale of funding required. A project doesn’t have to meet all of the criteria just now, but have an aspiration to do so. 

If you are interested in being a possible project in Scotland or would like to find out more, please contact Lusi by email: lusialderslowe@gmail.com. For more info about the LAND project in general go to: http://www.permaculture.org.uk/land. Please try and respond by 2nd July.
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The Sustainable Development Education (SDE) Network is the Scottish network for organisations and individuals involved in sustainable development education. Members are committed to helping people develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and values needed to improve their wellbeing without compromising others opportunities to do the same locally, globally, now or in the future.
The Network brings together those involved in sustainable development education and the related fields of environmental, development, citizenship, global and outdoor education.
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The SDE Bulletin is FREE and supported by SNH and WWF. 

 
