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	Introduction

Hello

Welcome to the November bulletin for the SDE Network – firstly, a wee reminder about our SDE Network Members’ Networking Day & AGM on the 24th November, a chance to hear more about our Network and meet fellow practitioners.

Even though the days are getting shorter there is still a huge amount of activity going on in the SDE world, with lots of networking and training events happening to keep us motivated through the winter! Spotlight this month highlights two interesting projects – Plant for the Planet, a European project hoping to start up in Scotland; and Learning in Nature, a collaborative project between SNH and teachers. Lots to learn from.

Regards

Norah Barnes

email: bulletin@sdenetwork.org
For all other enquiries contact:

Ben Seymour, SDE Network coordinator, tel. 07506 189 600
email: coordinator@sdenetwork.org  and website: www.sdenetwork.org 



EVENTS IN SCOTLAND
	1. Community Food and Health Scotland Networking Conference, Dunfermline, 3rd November

Community Food and Health Scotland are having their Annual Networking Conference at the Carnegie Conference Centre in Dunfermline. This year the conference will focus on 'food within the wider health improvement and health inequalities agenda'. It will be an opportunity for groups to come together and share learning, practice and skills with others tacking food and health inequalities.

For more information see: http://www.nourishscotland.org.uk/events/cfhs-annual-networking


	

	2. Sustainable Scotland Network 10th Annual Conference: Local Action for a Sustainable Scotland, COSLA Conference Centre, Edinburgh, 10th November 
Supported by COSLA, SOLACE Scotland, Carbon Trust and the Scottish Government, SSN's 10th annual conference, Local Action for a Sustainable Scotland, will focus on aligning public, private and community action to deliver on Scotland's sustainable development and climate change ambitions. 

For further information about the event: http://conference.sustainable-scotland.net/


	

	3. Food Revolt, Kinghorn, Fife, 12th November 

A one day food conference on resistance, food sovereignty & climate justice. With representatives from Via Campesina and food projects from across Europe we’ll be exploring the local food movement in the global context. How does eating local relate to famine, trade, aid, land use and climate justice? How do you resist ghost acres, land grabs and hedge funds? The event will look at these themes, bringing together inspiring practical innovators to discuss future collaborative action. 

To book a ticket, go to Eventbrite booking: http://foodrevolt.eventbrite.com/
For more information see: http://www.fifediet.co.uk/food-revolt/


	

	4. Community Woodland Association Conference, Boat of Garten, 12 - 13th November

This is the annual gathering of CWA members, staff and Directors, celebrating the achievements of community woodland groups throughout Scotland. The conference will feature a mix of inspirational speakers, workshops and site visits, and will provide opportunities for knowledge share and networking. Site visits will include Laggan Forest Trust, the Highland Aspen Group’s nursery and seed orchard and Anagach Woods. On Saturday night there will be an informal dinner and ceilidh.

For more information contact Caroline at: admin@communitywoods.org or visit their website: 

http://www.communitywoods.org/event-details.php?id=172


	

	5. Cycling Scotland Annual Conference, Glasgow City Chambers, 16th November
Building on the success of the 2010 event, the three main topics that will be discussed this year are: Strategy & Policy, Road Segregation for Cyclists, and Public Bike Hire Schemes. Highlights include a keynote address by Keith Brown MSP, Minister for Housing and Transport, and roundtable workshops from Cycling Scotland's members and key stakeholders.

For more information and to register, please visit: www.cyclingscotlandconference.org.  

	

	6. Growing Communities in Scotland Networking Event, Edinburgh, 16th November

The Edible Gardening Project aims to help people grow their own food through practical volunteering opportunities, drop in training sessions, and demonstration plots. This networking event aims to support good practice development with specific reference to: food growing, project planning and development, strategies for recruiting and supporting volunteers, project evaluation and meeting outcomes within a limited time frame.

For further information please visit: http://www.trellisscotland.org.uk/  or contact Naomi, email: naomi@farmgarden.org.uk, tel: 0131 623 7058



	

	7. The Spokes Autumn Public Meeting, Edinburgh, 7.30 - 9.30pm, 17th November

Cycling Networks in Edinburgh and Oxford will compare cycling policies in the 2 cities. Both include a ‘family network‘ aimed at the less experienced cyclist, alongside an ‘on road network’ aimed at using a bike for everyday utility and commuter purposes. The speakers will explain the approach of their own city, after which the audience can ask questions, make comparisons and suggest lessons that each city might learn from the other.

For further information please contact: Mark Symonds, email: symondsmark@hotmail.com, 
tel: 0131 661 9763

	

	8. Global Citizenship: School Open Day Study Visits: 

Woodacre Nursey School, 18th November

Woodacre Nursery invites practitioners to visit the school and find out about its dynamic international education programme, gaining them full International Schools Award, Green Flag status, and the Trades House Citizenship award. 

Garrowhill Primary School, 29th November 

This CPD event offers practitioners and school leaders an opportunity to visit Garrowhill Primary – winner of the Sustainable School category in this year’s Scottish Education Awards. Garrowhill Primary is an inspiring example of a school that has adopted a whole school approach to SDE.

For both events contact, email: globalcitizens@educationscotland.gov.uk, tel: 0141 282 5172, weblink: http://ltsblogs.org.uk/globalcitizenship/2011. These are free events.


	

	9. Society of Biology AGM and talk on Global Food Security, The Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
10am – 1.10pm, 19th November 

As the human population is forecast to rise from its current 6.8 billion globally to some 9 billion by 2050, the demand for food can only increase. The challenge is to meet this demand in ways that are environmentally, socially and economically sustainable. This symposium aims to contribute to the debate on future food security through presentations by leading researchers, focused on specific areas of concern in land use and the plant and animal sciences.

For more info go to: http://www.societyo fbiology. org/branches/ scotland/ events/view/ 318


	

	10. The European Week for Waste Reduction, 19 – 27th November

The European Week for Waste Reduction is a 3-year project supported by the LIFE+ programme of the European Commission until end of 2011. The EWWR aims to organise multiple actions during a single week, across Europe, which will raise awareness about waste prevention. Check the website for what is happening in Scotland.

For more info go to: http://www.ewwr.eu/en/


	

	11. SDE Network Members’ Networking Day & AGM, The Melting Pot, Edinburgh, 24th November
This event will offer a chance to look back at the past year and what the SDE Network and its members have achieved. You will have the chance to meet other members of the SDE Network and discuss the major priorities and challenges for the Network and the SDE sector over the coming year.

As part of the event, AGM business will see the chairman’s annual report, a financial report of the year and the election of board members for 2012/13. Time: 09.30 to 13.00 (lunch included). For more info and booking, please email: coordinator@sdenetwork.org.

	

	12. Action Research Launch Event, Dewars Centre, Perth, 28th November

This launch event is for a new guide, Action Research in the Community (ARC) from Scottish Community Development Centre and Education Scotland, with examples and findings from the SNH action research programme, People and Nature: Learning Through Doing. 

This event is for people whose work supports community groups and voluntary organisations in taking action for change, and those interested in encouraging wider participation in environmental activity and the benefits of contact with nature. It will provide information and guidance on how to undertake a piece of research in the community, with a chance to have a go at using the new ARC manual. 

Go to: http://www.snh.gov.uk/news-and-events/events/event-details/?id=1254

	

	13. Growing Communities in Scotland: A Growing Success Networking Day, Bothwell Community Garden, 30th November
This varied day will include guided tours around the garden including a hot box demonstration, a workshop on organic gardening and a look at the benefits of native plants.

For further information please visit: http://www.trellisscotland.org.uk/  or contact Naomi, email: naomi@farmgarden.org.uk, tel: 0131 623 7058.


	

	14. Forest Education Initiative: Wood Working Together, SNH Battleby, Perth, 1st December
Are you looking for ideas and inspiration?  Opportunities to work together for forest education? The theme of this networking day is Successful Partnership Working, and the aim is to give inspiration through examples of successful partnership working, and a closer look at different aspects of the forest and timber industry. The morning will consist of short inspirational presentations from FEI cluster groups and the forest and timber industry, with opportunities for discussion and networking. The afternoon will provide you a choice of a site visit or workshop for inspiration, and a final session offering the opportunity to meet others working in your area, and explore ideas for working together.

This is a highly subsidised event as we have tried to keep it accessible for all. Cost: £30 including lunch and optional field trips. For more info and booking form go to: http://www.foresteducation.org/events/view/fei_scotland_networking_and_development_event/


	

	15. Creativity in the Curriculum - Outdoor Learning and Play Conference, Battleby, Perth, 
16th March

Advance notice of this very popular conference. This event sells out every year so early booking essential. Join some of the most creative and experienced people in the business to bring learning to life and try a range of tested approaches that will give you inspiration and ideas that you can adapt and use in your own practice.

Cost: £150.00 for non members, £120.00 for members. For more information go to: http://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/results.php?id=373


	


EVENTS OUTSIDE SCOTLAND
	1. National Sustainable Schools Conference, Leicester, 30th November, or online, 21st October – 
2nd December 
Join us, and many others, for the National Sustainable Schools Conference. Join in for a truly creative approach bringing the benefits of sustainability into your school. Celebrate the latest developments in the sector and see how simple changes can bring about more engaged students, amazing energy savings and improved well-being for both pupils and educators! 

Even if you cannot make it, our Online Interactive Conference will last throughout the events and beyond, so why not join in at home or at school? Sign up online on our new website: http://www.se-ed.org.uk/conference/index.html


	

	2. Engaging Communities on Climate Change, London, 1st December

An invaluable course for anyone looking to develop community activities for energy-saving, climate change and related issues. This course will teach you the skills and information needed to develop long-term engagement of civil society organisations, groups and individuals in work on climate change and low-carbon living. 
Cost: £288 - Large Charities, Public Sector and Businesses; £130 - Small Charities and Independent Consultants; Concessionary rates available for students, pensioners and unemployed. For bookings and further information, please contact: Jonathan Elliott at Talk Action, Tel: 0207 324 4774 Email: jelliott@talkaction.org, website: www.talkaction.org
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 COURSES  IN SCOTLAND
	1. Fife Diet Growing Workshops, Autumn/Winter
Sunday 13th November 10 - 4pm, Forest Gardening
Saturday 10th December, Family Christmas Fayre
Sunday 22nd January, 11 – 3pm Planning and Designing Your Garden Space
The workshops are all free but places are limited so please book a place by contacting Elly at elly@fifediet.co.uk or phoning 01592 871371. More details and directions at http://www.fifediet .co.uk/grow- local/

	

	2. Youth Work Training: Practical Problems Sensible Solutions, Hilton Edinburgh Airport Hotel, 
19 - 20th November

This is a national training course that has been designed to address the needs of part-time and voluntary youth workers. This event offers youth workers the opportunity to undertake quality training, develop new skills and share their experiences with others delivering grass roots youth work.

The programme offers a choice of 16 workshop topics, all delivered in one location in a single weekend, including environmental skills. There will also be networking time and a marketplace with lots of free information and resources to take away.

Go to: http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/training/ppss/programme.htm


	

	3. Full Permaculture Course, Comrie Croft, Perthshire, 20th November – 2nd December
This is a two week full design course where you will learn how to design sustainable habitats for people, crops, livestock and wildlife. Cost: £370 - £670 + accommodation.

For a booking form please visit: www.jameschapman.org.uk or contact James directly at email: james@jameschapman.org.uk, tel: 01592 872268.


	

	4. Social Enterprise Training for Gardening Projects, Glasgow, 10am - 4pm, 21st November 

This one-day course aims to be practical in nature and equip you to feel more confident about engaging with your community either to help to set up a community garden or sustain an existing one. The training will be participative and will draw on the experiences of the participants and on case studies, in thinking about how to reach and engage with groups and individuals in your communities some of whom may be considered ‘hard to reach’. 

For more info go to Trellis website: http://trellisscotland.org.uk/training 

or contact Naomi Knights on 0131 623 7058, email  naomi@farmgarden.org.uk


	

	5. Managing Path Construction, Alloa, 10 - 5pm, 23rd November

A one day course which provides more detail on the Construction (Design & Management) Regulations 2007. The course is free to community path group volunteers and costs £90 for others.  

For more info go to: http://www.pathsforall.org.uk


	

	6. Training course on Student Engagement, Edinburgh Napier University, 12.30 - 5pm, 
30th November

Engaging with students is often seen as challenging and difficult. This workshop will explore innovative techniques to engaging with students on Sustainable Development drawing on a range of approaches that have been successful in universities and colleges. Students can be key advocates for campus sustainability and within the local community, and the workshop will explore how the institution can build this relationship with the students and create sustainability champions. At the end of the workshop, participants will have developed an action plan for student engagement.

Organised by The EAUC (Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges). For more info and booking go to: http://www.eauc.org.uk/shop/mms_single_event.php?event_id=1733


COURSES  OUTSIDE SCOTLAND
	1. Environmental Trainers Network Courses

Working with schools on Sustainable Development Education, Manchester, 17th November
Taking Environmental Youth Work Further, Stourport, 23rd November

For further details please contact: Jacki or Helen at ETN on 0121 359 2113, email: ETN@btcv.org.uk, website: www.btcv.org/etn


	

	2. Leaders of the Future in Sustainable Development, Birmingham, 29 - 30th November
This two day residential programme is delivered by the EAUC for the Learning and Skills Improvement Service (LSIS). It is for anyone with lead responsibility for sustainable development within an organisation, whether experienced or more recently appointed. The programme aims to build the capability and confidence to be a leader, influencer and change agent, and to work across your organisation to embed sustainable development in all areas of activity. 
The course is priced at just £300 per person including all materials, meals and accommodation. For more information visit: https://events.lsis.org.uk/Pages/Event/Stage1/Event.aspx?eventid=c7ba1234-c6e2-e011-845d-00155d003c0f&type=2000
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 RESOURCES

	1. Schools Global Footprint Improved Website

Education Scotland’s new-look Schools Global Footprint web resource has had a significant make-over and now features:

- a user-friendly interactive calculator and streamlined navigation

- a comprehensive teacher handbook and tutorial videos for practitioners

- inspiring examples of how schools have used the resource to reduce their footprint.
View the Schools Global Footprint resource at: http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/schoolsglobalfootprint/


	

	2. New Carbon Literacy E-Learning Resource

The National Sustainable Public Procurement Programme (NSPPP) has recently launched a new carbon literacy e-learning resource. Jointly developed by Defra, the Department of Health, NHS bodies and the EU-funded Clear About Carbon project, the free course aims to develop awareness and understanding of the terminology and principles associated with the greenhouse effect and climate change. The resource is freely available to employees across the public sector. 

Access the E-Learning via Defra's website: http://sd.defra.gov.uk/advice/public/nsppp/carbon-learning/


	

	3. YouthXchange Guidebook on Climate Change and Lifestyles

The UNESCO/UNEP YouthXchange guidebook on climate change and lifestyles is the first in a series of thematic guidebooks supporting the YouthXchange Initiative. The thematic guidebooks take into account challenges, opportunities, good practices and case studies on global challenges. This new guidebook explores the links between climate change and lifestyles and helps young people consider the actions they might take towards more sustainable lifestyles. Aimed at young people (15-24 year olds) and adults working with young people, this guidebook provides scientific, political, economic, social, ethical and cultural perspectives on climate change. It explains complex issues in accessible language supported by facts, graphics images, case studies, and resources. 

To download guide go to: http://www.youthxchange.net/main/english-guide.asp


	

	4. Ethica -The Ethical Finance Game 

Ethica is an educational board and role-play game. It lets players assume the roles of bank customers, investment bankers or co-operative business entrepreneurs with money to save, invest and loan. It explores how well their ethical intentions stand up in the world of international finance. Each investment gives the player either a positive or negative financial (Profit), social (People) and environmental (Planet) score. Needless to say that the most ethical investor wins. 
Go to: http://susted.grouply.com and http://ethica.co/en


	

	5. Dynamic Youth Award booklet

Youth Scotland have worked together with Eco-Schools Scotland to produce a booklet designed to support members of a school’s Eco Committee to receive accreditation for their individual achievements. Young people complete the booklet as they work through the Eco-Schools programme.  They receive a Dynamic Youth Award, which recognises the responsibility level they took as well as their achievements.  

Schools wishing to use the booklets should email: colin.webster@youthscotland.org.uk. There is further information at: http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/dynamic-youth/understanding-the-award/eco-committees.htm


	

	6. Interactive Travelling Green Project
Travelling Green is a 6 week walking project for P5s which aims to encourage as many children as possible to change their method of travel to and from school, by increasing walking to school. Pupils learn about walking time and distance, they chart their progress to a more active journey to school, learn about healthy eating, why walking is good for them and how to stay safe on the school walk.

Sustrans has developed new, free, eye-catching interactive whiteboard flipcharts that can be used with any interactive whiteboard. The flipcharts complement the paper resource pack and provide more opportunities for engagement in the classroom. 

For more information go to: http://www.sustrans.org.uk/what-we-do/safe-routes-to-schools/whats-in-your-area/scotland/travelling-green


	


Back to top
 FUNDING/NEWS

	1. Climate Challenge Fund Re-opens

The Scottish Government announced on 5 October that the Climate Challenge Fund (CCF), which supports communities to take action on climate change, is again inviting applications for a new funding round. For the first time, a Junior Climate Challenge Fund has also opened to support projects run by under 18s. The CCF will make available £10.3 million annually to communities up to 31 March 2015 to help reduce carbon emissions through community action and engagement. 
Originally launched in 2008, the Climate Challenge Fund has already made available £37.7 million to 345 communities. 
For more information visit: http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org


	

	2. Make the Link Climate exChange 

The Make the Link Climate exChange project has been developed to promote learning, dialogue and action on climate change by linking UK secondary schools with secondary schools in key at risk countries in Africa (Malawi, Kenya and Senegal) and two other EU countries (The Netherlands and Bulgaria). Participating students can connect globally via a secure, interactive and multi-lingual web platform to learn about, and share experiences and views on climate change. All project learning resources are provided for free, along with training and technical support for engaging on the web platform, and ideas about how the students can take action on climate change.

There are also small and large grants for schools to run their own awareness raising activities as well as free residential training for students to learn more about advocacy and campaigning. 

For more info email Holly: Holly.Middleditch@plan-international.org or visit: www.mtl.cec.org 


	

	3. The CashBack for Communities Small Grants Scheme 

This scheme has been established to support local volunteer led groups, who may not previously have had access to external funding, to enhance their programmes for young people and get positive projects off the ground. This pilot scheme is being managed by a partnership of six national, volunteer-led youth organisations: Scottish Council, The Scout Association, Girlguiding Scotland, Boys Brigade, The Girls’ Brigade in Scotland, Clubs for Young People (Scotland), Youth Scotland, and the network of Youth Clubs and Groups in Scotland. Applicants must belong to one of these groups.

The deadlines for applications are: 1st December 2011, 1st March 2012. For more info go to:

http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/cashback-small-grants-scheme.htm


	

	4. Community Engagement Fund
Zero Waste Scotland has launched a community engagement fund that aims to help community-based projects with zero waste aims. The fund will provide support for buying resources and undertaking training. Successful projects are likely to be related to waste prevention and reduction, litter, food waste or recycling. Funding of up to £10,000 is available per group and applications can be submitted at the end of each month between now and January 2012. 

More info at: http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/community-engagement-fund


	

	5. The Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) Learning Outdoors Fund 

CSGN Learning Outdoors Fund is available for all educational establishments in the CSGN area.

Funding is available to:

- Develop school grounds for learning and natural play

- Develop the surrounding area of woods and green space for learning and natural play

- Provide equipment for learning and natural play outdoors

- Contribute to training or other resources for outdoor learning and natural play.

A minimum of £200 to a maximum of £500 per application is allowed with only one application per establishment. Funding must be used and reported on before 2nd March 2012. Application deadline: 31st January 2012. Go to: www.forestry.gov.uk/learningoutdoorsfund
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 POLICY

	1. WWF Natural Change Report
WWF Scotland has recently published a report profiling findings from its 2010/11 Natural Change project, a programme that works with people who hold positions of influence in society. The programme consists of 16 days of residential wilderness workshops, meetings and mentoring over a period of 6 months. It brings together outdoor education, psychotherapy and creative communications, and is designed and facilitated by an outdoor educator and psychotherapist working closely together.
This report explores how the project can act as a catalyst to social action and sets out the theories and research evidence that underpin the Natural Change project. 
For further information on the Natural Change project and access to full report go to: http://scotland.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/changing_the_way_we_live/the_natural_change_project_in_scotland/


	

	2. Outward Bound: Social Impact Report
The Outward Bound Trust have recently published their second Social Impact Report. This is the culmination of two years of research into their programmes. 

Some findings were: attending a programme run by The Outward Bound Trust acts as a catalyst for improved learning and behaviour with 93% of teachers questioned describing the positive effect on their pupils’ personal development, identifying increased confidence and raised self-esteem as key contributing factors.  83% of teachers commented that their pupils return to school with better performance and increased enthusiasm for learning.  

To read the Report go to: http://www.outwardbound.org.uk/our-impact.html
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 JOBS

	1. Voluntary Trustees, SEAD (Scottish Education and Action Development)

SEAD are looking for new board members from a variety of backgrounds to help develop and support its exciting vision of community empowerment for social and environmental justice advocacy.

As a small organisation, the Trustees are absolutely essential to safeguarding and strengthening our ethos and impact. Trustees are expected to take an active interest in the development of the charity, and from time to time take on individual projects to that end. Applicants must be prepared to attend board meetings roughly once every 6 weeks and occasional member and strategy events. This is an unpaid, voluntary role, but relevant expenses will be covered. 

For more info look at the SEAD website: www.sead.org.uk or email: info@sead.org.uk


	

	2. Community and Volunteers Officer, Water of Leith Conservation Trust, Edinburgh
The Water of Leith Conservation Trust is seeking part time maternity cover for a Community and Volunteers Officer. Roles and Responsibilities include: providing opportunities for volunteer activity with the Trust and sustain current involvement; devise, implement and support a programme of clean–ups, river patrols, practical work days and community action along the river; assist with the provision of a programme of lifelong learning activities and events for informal / community groups and the public. 

Applicants should have: a good general knowledge of urban conservation and / or river systems; a degree or relevant qualification; excellent communication skills; experience of managing volunteers; a proven track record in leading practical tasks and environmental educational events and guided walks. 

Applications should be made by CV with a covering letter by 12 noon on Wednesday 16th November. 

For more info contact: admin@waterofleith.org.uk or visit the website: www.waterofleith.org.uk


	

	3. Community Gardening Development Officer, The Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust
The Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust is a successful charity that undertakes community-based environmental projects, working with partners to improve the quality and accessibility of green spaces in and around Scotland’s capital city. 

The Trust wishes to appoint a dynamic and enthusiastic Community Gardening Development Officer with strong project management and community engagement skills, plus experience in community gardening, to work within its team. The post holder will work to increase the number of groups and agencies providing therapeutic and community gardening initiatives in Edinburgh, helping to increase capacity of those groups through training, networking and providing support and resources. 

To apply for the post, please send your CV and a brief covering letter by 5pm on Friday 4th  November. For further information on the post please visit the website at www.elgt.org.uk or contact Doreen O’Donnell, email: doreen@elgt.org.uk


	

	4. Project Officer for Schools Programme, Crichton Carbon Centre, Dumfries

This role involves working closely with primary and secondary schools in Dumfries & Galloway, continuing to deliver our well respected Carbon Busters programme, which is now in its fourth year. Knowledge of Climate Change and experience of carbon footprinting is essential, so too is the enthusiasm to educate young people in this subject. Candidates with previous teaching experience and, ideally, a PGCE, would be particularly welcome to apply. Duties will include planning and delivering lessons, coordinating and managing projects, report writing and managing budgets.

If you are interested in this post and wish to apply, send a copy of your CV and covering letter explaining why you think you are suitable to j.mason@carboncentre.org. For further information visit website at: www.carboncentre.org. Closing date: open until filled.
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 SPOTLIGHT

	1. Plant-for-the-Planet 

Plant-for-the-Planet is a global network of kids that want to fight the climate crisis by planting trees and by showing to other kids that they too can make a difference. It was founded in 2007 by Felix Finkbeiner, from Germany, following his school presentation on the climate crisis. He realized that adults, despite of all their knowledge, don’t actually do anything against the climate crisis. From then on, he and his friends tried to show other kids that they too could do something, namely planting trees. Currently, Plant-for-the-Planet has planted almost 4 million trees worldwide and has contributed to more climate justice this way.

Now Plant-for-the-Planet is launching in the UK. Their aim is to have the first Plant-for-the-Planet academy, an innovative education concept, by the end of this year, and ten academies per year from next year on. This way, they can reach an ambitious goal to plant a million trees in the UK by the end of 2012.  With your help they could launch Plant-for-the-Planet in UK. Please contact Sebastian (based in Edinburgh) if you could offer any kind of support: sebastian.hemmann@plant-for-the-planet.com
Website: http://www.plant-for-the-planet.org/en


	

	2. Teaching in Nature Project
Last year, 4 groups of teachers met with Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) National Nature Reserve (NNR) managers to learn about the natural and cultural features that make their site special.  Over the course of the school year these teachers, from early years, primary, secondary and special schools, worked collaboratively to develop activities for their classes to do on these sites and test them out. They chose to address a variety of learning outcomes in a range of subject areas, including RME, Art & Design and English.  

A website has been made, full of audio, video, art and teacher's notes to inspire and support you to take learning outdoors in a natural place. Go to: http://teachinginnature.stir.ac.uk/index.html   

 

A report on the project is also available on SNH's publications page http://www.snh.gov.uk. This was written by educational researchers from the University of Stirling, who provided invaluable support and insight throughout the project. It highlights the immense value of collaborative working, both for 'experienced outdoor' and 'novice outdoor' teachers. 

If you have any questions or comments on the project or would be interested in getting involved in any future Teaching in Nature projects, please email: sharon.cunningham@snh.gov.uk
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The Sustainable Development Education (SDE) Network is the Scottish network for organisations and individuals involved in sustainable development education. Members are committed to helping people develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and values needed to improve their wellbeing without compromising others opportunities to do the same locally, globally, now or in the future.
The Network brings together those involved in sustainable development education and the related fields of environmental, development, citizenship, global and outdoor education.
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The SDE Bulletin is FREE and supported by SNH and WWF. 

 
